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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2013-309
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: May 14, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: R, TEU, PHS, LUZ
Date of Analysis: May 14, 2013
Type of Action: Adoption of interim local building code amendments; request for emergency action
Bill Summary: The bill adopts interim local amendments to the Florida Building Code as an exhibit to Ordinance Code Chapter 321 – Adoption of Building Code - dealing with building regulations and floodplain management.  One cycle emergency approval is requested in order to meet a June 3, 2013 deadline imposed by the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and the Florida Department of Emergency Management.
Background Information: The state has informed the City that these interim regulations are required to be adopted in order for the City to maintain its eligibility to participate in the NFIP.  The adoption of the new regulations will likely improve the City’s flood insurance rating and may reduce flood insurance premiums to property owners.  The state plans to adopt amendments to the Florida Building Code in 2014 to ensure conformity to the requirements of the NFIP.
The interim regulations deal with a prohibition against plans and construction documents related to flood load and flood resistance being issued based on affidavits; 2) variance procedures in flood plain areas; 3) elevation requirements for building in a flood plain; 4) modification of the definition of “substantial damage” due to flooding; and 5) modification of the definition of “substantial improvement”.
Policy Impact Area: Flood plain building code amendment
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined – failure to adopt the interim regulations would result in the City’s disqualification to participate in the NFIP.
Analyst: Clements
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